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Magalie Roman Salas

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
TW-A325

445 Twelfth Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Ex Parte Letters, In the Matter of the Development of Operational,
Technical and Spectrum Requirements for Meeting Federal, State, and
Local Public Safety Communication Requirements Through the Year
2010, Establishment of Rules and Requirements for Priority Access
Service, WT Docket No. 96-86

——— e

Dear Ms. Salas:

On behalf of the Public Safety Wireless Network (PSWN) Program and pursuant
to Section 1.12 of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.12 (1999), enclosed herewith
for filing are an original and four (4) copies of the PSWN Program’s ex parte letters to
Chairman Kennard and the individual Commissioners in the above-referenced
proceeding.

Kindly date-stamp the additional, marked copy of this cover letter and return it in
the envelope provided.

Should you require any additional information, please contact the undersigned.

Respectfully submitted, )4+
—
List

LN/ d5 St

Brigadier General Paul H. Wieck II Steven Proctor

Iowa Army National Guard Executive Director,

Chair, PSWN Executive Committee Utah Communications Agency Network
Spectrum Working Group Executive Vice—Chair,

PSWN Executive Committee
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The Honorable William E. Kennard, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission

445 12" St., S.W., Rm. 8-B201

Washington, D.C. 20054

Re:  Ex Parte Letter, Request for Meeting
WT Docket No. 96-86

Dear Chairman Kennard:

The Public Safety Wireless Network (PSWN) Program is a federally funded initiative
operating on behalf of all local, state, and federal public safety agencies (See Appendix). The
Department of Justice and the Department of the Treasury are jointly leading the PSWN
Program’s efforts to plan and foster interoperability among public safety wireless networks.

On behalf of the PSWN Program Executive Committee (EC), we would like to
address two areas of particular interest in light of the efforts currently under way by the
Commission to establish standards for the 700-megahertz (MHz) band public safety spectrum
and to facilitate the development of public safety communications generally. Specifically,
the EC wishes to address its concerns regarding the development of technical standards for
interoperability and also express its concerns regarding the availability of additional spectrum
for public safety use.



The PSWN Program has long supported Project 25 Phase I as the only operationally
viable standard for interoperability.' The PSWN Program supported the conclusions of the
Public Safety National Coordination Committee (NCC) as tentatively adopted by the
Commission regarding the adoption of Project 25 as the standard for the migration path to
6.25-kilohertz (kHz) technology. The PSWN Program is convinced that the combination of
these two standards is essential to permit the structured development of plans for use of the
700-MHz band by using incumbent technology while concurrently allowing the public safety
community to reap the eventual benefits of the robust 6.25-kHz technology expected within
the coming years.’

Additionally, the PSWN EC wishes to once again invite the Commission’s attention
to the remaining shortfalls of public safety spectrum. The PSWN Program points out that the
public safety community has not yet received the spectrum it will require pursuant to the
1996 Public Safety Wireless Advisory Committee (PSWAC) Report. As the PSWN Program
and other entities have emphasized before, subsequent to the Balanced Budget Act of 1997
(BBA 97) allocations, an additional 73.5 MHz of spectrum will be necessary to support
public safety communications by 2010 based on the PSWAC recommendations.” The PSWN
Program remains convinced that this 73.5 MHz of additional spectrum will be required to
support numerous new technologies for public safety, including wideband data and video
applications. The PSWN Program also notes that in many regions even the 24 MHz of
spectrum in the 700-MHz band may not be released for public safety use by incumbent users
in the near future and may never be available to public safety in a number of critical regions
where it is desperately needed.*

The PSWN EC would like to schedule an ex parte meeting with you and your staff to
further discuss these positions, as well as to address any specific concerns you may have
related to standards and allocation of public safety spectrum in the 700-MHz band and
elsewhere. Contingent upon the outcome and schedule for Executive branch appointments,
the EC plans to meet in Washington in late March 2001. The EC is hopeful that your
schedule will permit you to meet with EC representatives around that time. The EC will
contact your office to address your preferences and availability for this meeting once
circumstances in Washington permit a more definitive schedule. In the interim, the EC hopes
that you will agree that such a meeting is both timely and appropriate to the current
considerations of the Commission and would be a beneficial exchange of information for all
concerned.

The PSWN EC greatly appreciates your attention to this letter, and thanks you for
your continued support of the PSWN Program in these and other matters that are and will

' See, e.g., PSWN Program Ex Parte Comments, WT Docket 9686, January 13, 2000, at Para. 16-22.
2 d.

* See PSWN Program NPRM Reply Comments, In the Matter of, The 4.9 GHz Band Transferred from Federal
Government Use, WT Docket No. 00-32. May 17, 2000 at Para. 4-6.
‘id



remain critical to ensuring that effective, interoperable public safety communications are
developed and maintained during the coming decade and beyond.

Respectfully submitted,

(R gkt Pt

Brigadier General Paul H. Wieck 11 Steven Proctor
Iowa Army National Guard Executive Director,
Chair, PSWN Executive Committee Utah Communications Agency Network
Spectrum Working Group Executive Vice—Chair,
PSWN Executive Committee

cc: Clint Odom
Magalie R. Salas (FCC Docket Record Copy)



APPENDIX

Public Safety Wireless Network (PSWN)
Executive Committee (EC)
Membership Roster

Name Position Organization Address
Raymond |Fire Chief Aurora Fire 12250 E. liiff Avenue, |Aurora, CO 80014-
Barnes Department Suite 300
Gregory Executive Chicago Office of {1411 West Madison Chicago, IL 60607-
Bishop Director Emergency Street
Communications
Michael Battalion Chief |Los Angeles 1320 North Eastern |Los Angeles, CA
Morgan County Fire Avenue 90063-
Department
Timothy Director North Dakota 1869 Woodmoor Bismarck, ND 58501-
Wiedrich State Department |Place
of Health and
Consolidated
Laboratories,
State Capitol
Building
Duane Assistant New Orleans 715 South Broad New Orleans, LA
Johnson Superintendent |Police Street 70119-1480
Department
Patrick Sheriff Arapahoe County (5686 South Court Littleton, CO 80120-
Sullivan Sheriff's Office Place 1200
Michael Fire Chief County of Los 1320 North Eastern |Los Angeles, CA
Freeman Angeles Fire Avenue 90063-
Department
Richard Police Chief New Orleans 715 South Broad New Orleans, LA
Pennington Police Street Room 501 70119-
Department
Aldona Chief Commonwealth of | 702 Capitol Avenue, |Frankfort, KY 40601-
Valicenti Information Kentucky Suite 493
Officer
Ernest Assistant California Dept. of |P.O. Box 942883 Sacramento, CA
Van Sant |Deputy Director |Corrections, 94288-3000
Planning &

Construction
Division




Mary Wireless Governor's Office |101 Cold Harbor Frankfort, KY 40601-
Vaughn Communication |of Technology, Drive
s Coordinator  |Commonweaith of
Kentucky
Paul Wieck |Brigadier lowa Army 200 West Jefferson |Osceola, IA 50213-
General National Guard Street 0199
Dale Barr |Chief, Advanced |National 701 South Court Arlington, VA 22204-
Technology Communications {House Road
Group System
David Boyd | Director, Office |National Institute [810 7th St Room Washington, DC
of Science and |of Justice 7234 20531-
Technology
Thomas Acting Deputy  |National Institute |810 Seventh Street, |Washington, DC
"Tom" Coty |Director, RTDD |of NW 20531-
Justice/Departme
nt of Justice
James Assistant U.S. Department [1425 New York Ave |Washington, DC
Downes Director, of the Treasury NW CSIO/MWPO 20220-
Wireless Room 2150
James Deputy Department of the {1500 Pennsylvania |Washington, DC
Flyzik Assistant Treasury Avenue NW Rm 20220-
Secretary & 2464
Chief
Information
Officer
Michael Chief, Office of |U.S. Coast Guard |2100 2nd Street, SW |Washington, DC
Grimes Telecommunicat Room 6410 20593-0001
ions Systems
Kurt Guth [Chief, U.S. Coast Guard |2100 2nd St SW Washington, DC
Telecommunicat 20593-
ions Policy
Jeanne Deputy Chief, Federal 445 12th Street, SW |Washington, DC
Kowalski  |Public Safety & |Communications |Room 4-C324 20554-
Private Wireless | Commission
Division
Daniel Acting Associate|U.S. Department |950 Pennsylvania Washington, DC
Marcus Attorney of Justice Avenue Room 5214 |20530-
General
Diann Deputy Manager|National 701 South Arlington, VA 22204-
McCoy Communications |Courthouse Road

System




Gregory Technical Federal Bureau of |ERF Building 27958A | Quantico, VA 22135-
Meacham |Programs Investigation
Section Chief ‘
Julio "Rick" [PSWN Program |Department of the |c/o CSIM/MWDO, Washington, DC
Murphy Manager Treasury Room 2150 1500 02202-
Pennsylvania Ave.,
NW
Don Chief Science |U.S. Department |950 Pennsylvania Washington, DC
Prosnitz and Technology |of Justice Ave. NW Room 20530-
Advisor 7241
Michael Director Michigan State 714 South Harrison |East Lansing, Ml
Robinson Police Road 48823-
Derek PSWN Program |Federal Bureau of | Building 279@58A Quantico, VA 22135-
Siegle Manager Investigation ‘
RADM Assistant U.S. Coast Guard {2100 2nd St SW Washington, DC
Ronald Commandant 20593-
Silva for Systems
William Assistant Drug Enforcement | 700 Army Navy Dr Arlington, VA 22202-
Simpkins  |Administrator Administration
Don Public Safety National 1401 Constitution Washington, DC
Speights  |Program Telecommunicatio| Ave NW HCHB Rm  |20230-
Manager ns and 4624
Information
Administration
Public Safety
Program
D. Jean Deputy U.S. Department [950 Pennsylvania Washington, DC
Veta Associate of Justice Ave. NW 20530-
Attorney
General
Tom Customer Department of the | 1425 New York Ave |Washington, DC
Wiesner Service Treasury NW CSM Room 2150 |20220-
Infrastructure
and Operations
Patti Wood | Telecom U.S. Department |1425 New York Ave |(Washington, DC
Specialist- of the Treasury |NW CSM Room 2150 |20220-
Corporate
Systems
Management
Dale Section Chief Drug Enforcement {10555 Furnace Road |Lorton, VA 22079-
Zeisset Administration
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December 27, 2000

The Honorable Gloria Tristani, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission

445 12" St., SW. Rm. 8-C302

Washington, DC 20054

Re: Ex Parte Letter, Request for Meeting
WT Docket No. 96-86

Dear Commissioner Tristani:

The Public Safety Wireless Network (PSWN) Program is a federally funded initiative
operating on behalf of all local, state, and federal public safety agencies (See Appendix). The
Department of Justice and the Department of the Treasury are jointly leading the PSWN
Program’s efforts to plan and foster interoperability among public safety wireless networks.

On behalf of the PSWN Program Executive Committee (EC), we would like to
address two areas of particular interest in light of the efforts currently under way by the
Commission to establish standards for the 700-megahertz (MHz) band public safety spectrum
and to facilitate the development of public safety communications generally. Specifically,
the EC wishes to address its concerns regarding the development of technical standards for
interoperability and also express its concerns regarding the availability of additional spectrum
for public safety use.



The PSWN Program has long supported Project 25 Phase I as the only operationally
viable standard for interoperability.'! The PSWN Program supported the conclusions of the
Public Safety National Coordination Committee (NCC) as tentatively adopted by the
Commission regarding the adoption of Project 25 as the standard for the migration path to
6.25-kilohertz (kHz) technology. The PSWN Program is convinced that the combination of
these two standards is essential to permit the structured development of plans for use of the
700-MHz band by using incumbent technology while concurrently allowing the public safety
community to reap the eventual benefits of the robust 6.25-kHz technology expected within
the coming years.”

Additionally, the PSWN EC wishes to once again invite the Commission’s attention
to the remaining shortfalls of public safety spectrum. The PSWN Program points out that the
public safety community has not yet received the spectrum it will require pursuant to the
1996 Public Safety Wireless Advisory Committee (PSWAC) Report. As the PSWN Program
and other entities have emphasized before, subsequent to the Balanced Budget Act of 1997
(BBA 97) allocations, an additional 73.5 MHz of spectrum will be necessary to support
public safety communications by 2010 based on the PSWAC recommendations.” The PSWN
Program remains convinced that this 73.5 MHz of additional spectrum will be required to
support numerous new technologies for public safety, including wideband data and video
applications. The PSWN Program also notes that in many regions even the 24 MHz of
spectrum in the 700-MHz band may not be released for public safety use by incumbent users
in the near future and may never be available to public safety in a number of critical regions
where it is desperately needed.*

The PSWN EC would like to schedule an ex parte meeting with you and your staff to
further discuss these positions, as well as to address any specific concerns you may have
related to standards and allocation of public safety spectrum in the 700-MHz band and
elsewhere. Contingent upon the outcome and schedule for Executive branch appointments,
the EC plans to meet in Washington in late March 2001. The EC is hopeful that your
schedule will permit you to meet with EC representatives around that time. The EC will
contact your office to address your preferences and availability for this meeting once
circumstances in Washington permit a more definitive schedule. In the interim, the EC hopes
that you will agree that such a meeting is both timely and appropriate to the current
considerations of the Commission and would be a beneficial exchange of information for all
concerned.

The PSWN EC greatly appreciates your attention to this letter, and thanks you for
your continued support of the PSWN Program in these and other matters that are and will

! See, e.g., PSWN Program Ex Parte Comments, WT Docket 96-86, January 13, 2000, at Para. 16-22,
2.

* See PSWN Program NPRM Reply Comments, In the Matter of, The 4.9 GHz Band Transferred from Federal

Government Use, WT Docket No. 00-32. May 17, 2000 at Para. 4-6.
‘id



remain critical to ensuring that effective, interoperable public safety communications are
developed and maintained during the coming decade and beyond.

Respectfully submitted,

7 i ,
(SN Ceiel> ot atar—
Brigadier General Paul H. Wieck 11 Steven Proctor
Iowa Army National Guard Executive Director,
Chair, PSWN Executive Committee Utah Communications Agency Network
Spectrum Working Group Executive Vice—Chair,

PSWN Executive Committee

cc: Karen L. Gulick
Magalie R. Salas (FCC Docket Record Copy)
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Public Safety Wireless Network (PSWN)
Executive Committee (EC)

Membership Roster
Name Position Organization Address
Raymond |Fire Chief Aurora Fire 12250 E. lliff Avenue, |Aurora, CO 80014-
Barnes Department Suite 300
Gregory Executive Chicago Office of |1411 West Madison |Chicago, IL 60607-
Bishop Director Emergency Street
Communications
Michael Battalion Chief |Los Angeles 1320 North Eastern |Los Angeles, CA
Morgan County Fire Avenue 90063-
Department
Timothy Director North Dakota 1869 Woodmoor Bismarck, ND 58501-
Wiedrich State Department |Place
of Health and
Consolidated
Laboratories,
State Capitol
Building
Duane Assistant New Orleans 715 South Broad New Orleans, LA
Johnson  |Superintendent |Police Street 70119-1480
Department
Patrick Sheriff Arapahoe County {5686 South Court Littleton, CO 80120-
Sullivan Sheriff's Office Place 1200
Michael Fire Chief County of Los 1320 North Eastern |Los Angeles, CA
Freeman Angeles Fire Avenue 90063-
Department
Richard Police Chief New Orleans 715 South Broad New Orleans, LA
Pennington Police Street Room 501 70119-
Department
Aldona Chief Commonwealth of | 702 Capitol Avenue, |Frankfort, KY 40601-
Valicenti Information Kentucky Suite 493
Officer
Ernest Assistant California Dept. of |P.O. Box 942883 Sacramento, CA
Van Sant |Deputy Director |Corrections, 94288-3000
Planning &

Construction
Division




Mary Wireless Governor's Office |101 Cold Harbor Frankfort, KY 40601-
Vaughn Communication |of Technology, Drive
s Coordinator Commonwealth of
Kentucky
Paul Wieck |Brigadier lowa Army 200 West Jefferson |Osceola, IA 50213-
General National Guard Street 0199
Dale Barr |Chief, Advanced |National 701 South Court Arlington, VA 22204-
Technology Communications |[House Road
Group System
David Boyd | Director, Office |National Institute [810 7th St Room Washington, DC
of Science and |of Justice 7234 20531-
Technology
Thomas Acting Deputy  [National Institute |810 Seventh Street, |Washington, DC
"Tom" Coty |Director, RTDD |of NW 20531-
Justice/Departme
nt of Justice
James Assistant U.S. Department |1425 New York Ave |Washington, DC
Downes Director, of the Treasury NW CSIO/WPO 20220-
Wireless Room 2150
James Deputy Department of the | 1500 Pennsylvania |Washington, DC
Flyzik Assistant Treasury Avenue NW Rm 20220-
Secretary & 2464
Chief
Information
Officer
Michael Chief, Office of |U.S. Coast Guard [2100 2nd Street, SW |Washington, DC
Grimes Telecommunicat Room 6410 20593-0001
ions Systems
Kurt Guth [Chief, U.S. Coast Guard {2100 2nd St SW Washington, DC
Telecommunicat 20593-
ions Policy
Jeanne Deputy Chief, Federal 445 12th Street, SW |Washington, DC
Kowalski |Public Safety & |Communications |Room 4-C324 20554-
Private Wireless | Commission
Division
Daniel Acting Associate|U.S. Department |950 Pennsylvania Washington, DC
Marcus Attorney of Justice Avenue Room 5214 |20530-
General
Diann Deputy Manager | National 701 South Arlington, VA 22204-
McCoy Communications |Courthouse Road

System




Gregory Technical Federal Bureau of |ERF Building 27958A |Quantico, VA 22135-
Meacham |Programs Investigation
Section Chief
Julio "Rick"” |PSWN Program |Department of the |c/o CSIM/WDO, Washington, DC
Murphy Manager Treasury Room 2150 1500 02202-
Pennsylvania Ave.,
NW
Don Chief Science  |U.S. Department 950 Pennsylvania Washington, DC
Prosnitz and Technology |of Justice Ave. NW Room 20530-
Advisor 7241
Michael Director Michigan State 714 South Harrison  |East Lansing, M!
Robinson Police Road 48823-
Derek PSWN Program |Federal Bureau of | Building 27958A Quantico, VA 22135-
Siegle Manager Investigation
RADM Assistant U.S. Coast Guard (2100 2nd St SW Washington, DC
Ronald Commandant 20593-
Silva for Systems
William Assistant Drug Enforcement {700 Army Navy Dr Arlington, VA 22202-
Simpkins  |Administrator Administration
Don Public Safety National 1401 Constitution Washington, DC
Speights  |Program Telecommunicatio|Ave NW HCHB Rm |20230-
Manager ns and 4624
Information
Administration
Public Safety
Program
D. Jean Deputy U.S. Department {950 Pennsylvania Washington, DC
Veta Associate of Justice Ave. NW 20530-
Attorney
General
Tom Customer Department of the | 1425 New York Ave |Washington, DC
Wiesner Service Treasury NW CSM Room 2150 |20220-
Infrastructure
and Operations
Patti Wood | Telecom U.S. Department |1425 New York Ave |Washington, DC
Specialist- of the Treasury NW CSM Room 2150 |20220-
Corporate
Systems
Management
Dale Section Chief Drug Enforcement | 10555 Furnace Road |Lorton, VA 22079-
Zeisset Administration
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December 27, 2000

The Honorable Michael Powell, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission

445 12" St., SW, Rm. 8-A204

Washington, DC 20054

Re:  Ex Parte Letter, Request for Meeting
WT Docket No. 96-86

Dear Commissioner Powell:

The Public Safety Wireless Network (PSWN) Program is a federally funded initiative
operating on behalf of all local, state, and federal public safety agencies (See Appendix). The
Department of Justice and the Department of the Treasury are jointly leading the PSWN
Program’s efforts to plan and foster interoperability among public safety wireless networks.

On behalf of the PSWN Program Executive Committee (EC), we would like to
address two areas of particular interest in light of the efforts currently under way by the
Commission to establish standards for the 700-megahertz (MHz) band public safety spectrum
and to facilitate the development of public safety communications generally. Specifically,
the EC wishes to address its concerns regarding the development of technical standards for
interoperability and also express its concerns regarding the availability of additional spectrum
for public safety use.



The PSWN Program has long supported Project 25 Phase I as the only operationally
viable standard for interoperability.! The PSWN Program supported the conclusions of the
Public Safety National Coordination Committee (NCC) as tentatively adopted by the
Commission regarding the adoption of Project 25 as the standard for the migration path to
6.25-kilohertz (kHz) technology. The PSWN Program is convinced that the combination of
these two standards is essential to permit the structured development of plans for use of the
700-MHz band by using incumbent technology while concurrently allowing the public safety
community to reap the eventual benefits of the robust 6.25-kHz technology expected within
the coming years.

Additionally, the PSWN EC wishes to once again invite the Commission’s attention
to the remaining shortfalls of public safety spectrum. The PSWN Program points out that the
public safety community has not yet received the spectrum it will require pursuant to the
1996 Public Safety Wireless Advisory Committee (PSWAC) Report. As the PSWN Program
and other entities have emphasized before, subsequent to the Balanced Budget Act of 1997
(BBA 97) allocations, an additional 73.5 MHz of spectrum will be necessary to support
public safety communications by 2010 based on the PSWAC recommendations.” The PSWN
Program remains convinced that this 73.5 MHz of additional spectrum will be required to
support numerous new technologies for public safety, including wideband data and video
applications. The PSWN Program also notes that in many regions even the 24 MHz of
spectrum in the 700-MHz band may not be released for public safety use by incumbent users
in the near future and may never be available to public safety in a number of critical regions
where it is desperately needed.’

The PSWN EC would like to schedule an ex parte meeting with you and your staff to
further discuss these positions, as well as to address any specific concerns you may have
related to standards and allocation of public safety spectrum in the 700-MHz band and
elsewhere. Contingent upon the outcome and schedule for Executive branch appointments,
the EC plans to meet in Washington in late March 2001. The EC is hopeful that your
schedule will permit you to meet with EC representatives around that time. The EC will
contact your office to address your preferences and availability for this meeting once
circumstances in Washington permit a more definitive schedule. In the interim, the EC hopes
that you will agree that such a meeting is both timely and appropriate to the current
considerations of the Commission and would be a beneficial exchange of information for all
concerned.

The PSWN EC greatly appreciates your attention to this letter, and thanks you for
your continued support of the PSWN Program in these and other matters that are and will

' See, e.g, PSWN Program Ex Parte Comments, WT Docket 96-86, January 13, 2000, at Para. 16-22.

2ld.

* See PSWN Program NPRM Reply Comments, In the Matter of, The 4.9 GHz Band Transferred from Federal
Government Use, WT Docket No. 00—32. May 17, 2000 at Para. 4-6.

*1d



remain critical to ensuring that effective, interoperable public safety communications are
developed and maintained during the coming decade and beyond.

Respectfully submitted,

o —tl ,
AN AW Aokt atar -
Brigadier General Paul H. Wieck II Steven Proctor
Iowa Army National Guard Executive Director,
Chair, PSWN Executive Committee Utah Communications Agency Network
Spectrum Working Group Executive Vice—Chair,

PSWN Executive Committee

cc: Peter A. Tenhula
Magalie R. Salas (FCC Docket Record Copy)
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Public Safety Wireless Network (PSWN)
Executive Committee (EC)

Membership Roster
Name Position Organization Address
Raymond |Fire Chief Aurora Fire 12250 E. lliff Avenue, |Aurora, CO 80014-
Barnes Department Suite 300
Gregory Executive Chicago Office of [1411 West Madison Chicago, IL 60607-
Bishop Director Emergency Street
Communications
Michael Battalion Chief |Los Angeles 1320 North Eastern  {Los Angeles, CA
Morgan County Fire Avenue 90063-
Department
Timothy Director North Dakota 1869 Woodmoor Bismarck, ND 58501-
Wiedrich State Department |Place
of Health and
Consolidated
Laboratories,
State Capitol
Building
Duane Assistant New Orleans 715 South Broad New Orleans, LA
Johnson Superintendent |Police Street 70119-1480
Department
Patrick Sheriff Arapahoe County |5686 South Court Littleton, CO 80120-
Sullivan Sheriff's Office Place 1200
Michael Fire Chief County of Los 1320 North Eastern |Los Angeles, CA
Freeman Angeles Fire Avenue 90063-
Department
Richard Police Chief New Orleans 715 South Broad New Orleans, LA
Pennington Police Street Room 501 70119-
Department
Aldona Chief Commonwealth of | 702 Capitol Avenue, |Frankfort, KY 40601-
Valicenti Information Kentucky Suite 493
Officer
Ernest Assistant California Dept. of |P.O. Box 942883 Sacramento, CA
Van Sant | Deputy Director |Corrections, 94288-3000
Planning &

Construction
Division




Mary Wireless Governor's Office |101 Cold Harbor Frankfort, KY 40601-
Vaughn Communication |of Technology, Drive
s Coordinator  {Commonwealth of
Kentucky
Paul Wieck |Brigadier lowa Army 200 West Jefferson |Osceola, IA 50213-
General National Guard Street 0199
Dale Barr |Chief, Advanced |National 701 South Court Arlington, VA 22204-
Technology Communications |House Road
Group System
David Boyd | Director, Office |National Institute {810 7th St Room Washington, DC
of Science and |of Justice 7234 20531-
Technology
Thomas Acting Deputy  |National Institute {810 Seventh Street, |Washington, DC
“Tom" Coty |Director, RTDD |of NwW 20531-
Justice/Departme
nt of Justice
James Assistant U.S. Department |1425 New York Ave |Washington, DC
Downes Director, of the Treasury |NW CSIO/WPO 20220-
Wireless Room 2150
James Deputy Department of the 1500 Pennsylvania |Washington, DC
Flyzik Assistant Treasury Avenue NW Rm 20220-
Secretary & 2464
Chief
Information
Officer
Michael Chief, Office of |U.S. Coast Guard |2100 2nd Street, SW |Washington, DC
Grimes Telecommunicat Room 6410 20593-0001
ions Systems
Kurt Guth |Chief, U.S. Coast Guard 2100 2nd St SW Washington, DC
Telecommunicat 20593-
ions Policy
Jeanne Deputy Chief, Federal 445 12th Street, SW |[Washington, DC
Kowalski  |Public Safety & |Communications |Room 4-C324 20554-
Private Wireless | Commission
Division
Daniel Acting Associate|U.S. Department |950 Pennsylvania Washington, DC
Marcus Attorney of Justice Avenue Room 5214 ]20530-
General
Diann Deputy Manager | National 701 South Arlington, VA 22204-
McCoy Communications |Courthouse Road
L System




Gregory Technical Federal Bureau of |ERF Building 27958A [Quantico, VA 22135-
Meacham |Programs Investigation
Section Chief
Julio "Rick" |PSWN Program |Department of the |c/o CSIM/WDO, Washington, DC
Murphy Manager Treasury Room 2150 1500 02202-
Pennsylvania Ave.,
NW
Don Chief Science |U.S. Department |950 Pennsylvania Washington, DC
Prosnitz and Technology |of Justice Ave. NW Room 20530-
Advisor 7241
Michael Director Michigan State 714 South Harrison |East Lansing, Ml
Robinson Police Road 48823-
Derek PSWN Program |Federal Bureau of | Building 27958A Quantico, VA 22135-
Siegle Manager Investigation
RADM Assistant U.S. Coast Guard {2100 2nd St SW Washington, DC
Ronald Commandant 20593-
Silva for Systems
William Assistant Drug Enforcement|700 Army Navy Dr Arlington, VA 22202-
Simpkins  |Administrator Administration
Don Public Safety National 1401 Constitution Washington, DC
Speights  |Program Telecommunicatio|Ave NW HCHB Rm  [20230-
Manager ns and 4624
Information
Administration
Public Safety
Program
D. Jean Deputy U.S. Department {950 Pennsylvania Washington, DC
Veta Associate of Justice Ave. NW 20530-
Attorney
General
Tom Customer Department of the | 1425 New York Ave |Washington, DC
Wiesner Service Treasury NW CSM Room 2150 (20220-
Infrastructure
and Operations
Patti Wood | Telecom U.S. Department |1425 New York Ave |Washington, DC
Specialist- of the Treasury |NW CSM Room 2150{20220-
Corporate
Systems
Management
Dale Section Chief Drug Enforcement| 10555 Furnace Road |Lorton, VA 22079-
Zeisset Administration
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December 27, 2000

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission

445 12" St., SW, Rm. 8-B115
Washington, DC 20054

Re:  Ex Parte Letter, Request for Meeting
WT Docket No. 96-86

Dear Commissioner Ness:

The Public Safety Wireless Network (PSWN) Program is a federally funded initiative
operating on behalf of all local, state, and federal public safety agencies (See Appendix). The
Department of Justice and the Department of the Treasury are jointly leading the PSWN
Program’s efforts to plan and foster interoperability among public safety wireless networks.

On behalf of the PSWN Program Executive Committee (EC), we would like to
address two areas of particular interest in light of the efforts currently under way by the
Commission to establish standards for the 700-megahertz (MHz) band public safety spectrum
and to facilitate the development of public safety communications generally. Specifically,
the EC wishes to address its concerns regarding the development of technical standards for
interoperability and also express its concerns regarding the availability of additional spectrum
for public safety use.



The PSWN Program has long supported Project 25 Phase 1 as the only operationally
viable standard for interoperability.' The PSWN Program supported the conclusions of the
Public Safety National Coordination Committee (NCC) as tentatively adopted by the
Commission regarding the adoption of Project 25 as the standard for the migration path to
6.25-kilohertz (kHz) technology. The PSWN Program is convinced that the combination of
these two standards is essential to permit the structured development of plans for use of the
700-MHz band by using incumbent technology while concurrently allowing the public safety
community to reap the eventual benefits of the robust 6.25-kHz technology expected within
the coming years.”

Additionally, the PSWN EC wishes to once again invite the Commission’s attention
to the remaining shortfalls of public safety spectrum. The PSWN Program points out that the
public safety community has not yet received the spectrum it will require pursuant to the
1996 Public Safety Wireless Advisory Committee (PSWAC) Report. As the PSWN Program
and other entities have emphasized before, subsequent to the Balanced Budget Act of 1997
(BBA 97) allocations, an additional 73.5 MHz of spectrum will be necessary to support
public safety communications by 2010 based on the PSWAC recommendations.” The PSWN
Program remains convinced that this 73.5 MHz of additional spectrum will be required to
support numerous new technologies for public safety, including wideband data and video
applications. The PSWN Program also notes that in many regions even the 24 MHz of
spectrum in the 700-MHz band may not be released for public safety use by incumbent users
in the near future and may never be available to public safety in a number of critical regions
where it is desperately needed.*

The PSWN EC would like to schedule an ex parte meeting with you and your staff to
further discuss these positions, as well as to address any specific concerns you may have
related to standards and allocation of public safety spectrum in the 700-MHz band and
elsewhere. Contingent upon the outcome and schedule for Executive branch appointments,
the EC plans to meet in Washington in late March 2001. The EC is hopeful that your
schedule will permit you to meet with EC representatives around that time. The EC will
contact your office to address your preferences and availability for this meeting once
circumstances in Washington permit a more definitive schedule. In the interim, the EC hopes
that you will agree that such a meeting is both timely and appropriate to the current
considerations of the Commission and would be a beneficial exchange of information for all
concerned.

The PSWN EC greatly appreciates your attention to this letter, and thanks you for
your continued support of the PSWN Program in these and other matters that are and will

' See, e.g., PSWN Program Ex Parte Comments, WT Docket 9686, January 13, 2000, at Para. 16-22.

*ld

* See PSWN Program NPRM Reply Comments, In the Matter of, The 4.9 GHz Band Transferred from Federal
Government Use, WT Docket No. 00-32. May 17, 2000 at Para. 4-6.
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remain critical to ensuring that effective, interoperable public safety communications are
developed and maintained during the coming decade and beyond.

Respectfully submitted,
. .
(S2IR/Cewed>
Brigadier General Paul H. Wieck II Steven Proctor
Iowa Army National Guard Executive Director,
Chair, PSWN Executive Committee Utah Communications Agency Network
Spectrum Working Group Executive Vice—Chair,
PSWN Executive Committee
cc: Daniel Connors

Magalie R. Salas (FCC Docket Record Copy)
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Public Safety Wireless Network (PSWN)
Executive Committee (EC)

Membership Roster
Name Position Organization Address
Raymond |[Fire Chief Aurora Fire 12250 E. lliff Avenue, {Aurora, CO 80014-
Barnes Department Suite 300
Gregory Executive Chicago Office of (1411 West Madison Chicago, IL 60607-
Bishop Director Emergency Street
Communications
Michael Battalion Chief |Los Angeles 1320 North Eastern |Los Angeles, CA
Morgan County Fire Avenue 90063-
Department
Timothy Director North Dakota 1869 Woodmoor Bismarck, ND 58501-
Wiedrich State Department |Place
of Health and
Consolidated
Laboratories,
State Capitol
Building
Duane Assistant New Orleans 715 South Broad New Orleans, LA
Johnson Superintendent |Police Street 70119-1480
Department
Patrick Sheriff Arapahoe County (5686 South Court Littleton, CO 80120-
Sullivan Sheriff's Office Place 1200
Michael Fire Chief County of Los 1320 North Eastern |{Los Angeles, CA
Freeman Angeles Fire Avenue 90063-
Department
Richard Police Chief New Orleans 715 South Broad New Orleans, LA
Pennington Police Street Room 501 70119-
Department
Aldona Chief Commonwealth of | 702 Capitol Avenue, |Frankfort, KY 40601-
Valicenti Information Kentucky Suite 493
Officer
Ernest Assistant California Dept. of |P.O. Box 942883 Sacramento, CA
Van Sant | Deputy Director |Corrections, 94288-3000
Planning &
Construction

Division




Mary

Wireless

Governor's Office

101 Cold Harbor

Frankfort, KY 40601-

Vaughn Communication |of Technology, Drive
s Coordinator | Commonwealth of
Kentucky
Paul Wieck | Brigadier lowa Army 200 West Jefferson |Osceola, IA 50213-
General National Guard Street 0199
Dale Barr |Chief, Advanced |National 701 South Court Arlington, VA 22204-
Technology Communications |House Road
Group System
David Boyd | Director, Office |National Institute |810 7th St Room Washington, DC
of Science and |of Justice 7234 20531-
Technology
Thomas Acting Deputy  |National Institute [810 Seventh Street, |Washington, DC
“Tom" Coty | Director, RTDD |of NwW 20531-
Justice/Departme
nt of Justice
James Assistant U.S. Department |1425 New York Ave Washington, DC
Downes Director, of the Treasury NW CSIO/MWPO 20220-
Wireless Room 2150
James Deputy Department of the | 1500 Pennsylvania Washington, DC
Flyzik Assistant Treasury Avenue NW Rm 20220-
Secretary & 2464
Chief
Information
Officer
Michael Chief, Office of |U.S. Coast Guard {2100 2nd Street, SW |Washington, DC
Grimes Telecommunicat Room 6410 20593-0001
ions Systems
Kurt Guth |Chief, U.S. Coast Guard {2100 2nd St SW Washington, DC
Telecommunicat 20593-
ions Policy
Jeanne Deputy Chief, Federal 445 12th Street, SW |Washington, DC
Kowalski  |Public Safety & |Communications |Room 4-C324 20554-
Private Wireless |Commission
Division
Daniel Acting Associate|U.S. Department [950 Pennsylvania Washington, DC
Marcus Attorney of Justice Avenue Room 5214 [20530-
General
Diann Deputy Manager|National 701 South Arlington, VA 22204-
McCoy Communications |Courthouse Road

System




Gregory Technical Federal Bureau of | ERF Building 27958A |Quantico, VA 22135-
Meacham |Programs Investigation
Section Chief
Julio "Rick"” |PSWN Program |Department of the [c/o CSIM/WDO, Washington, DC
Murphy Manager Treasury Room 2150 1500 02202-
Pennsylvania Ave.,
NW
Don Chief Science  |U.S. Department |950 Pennsylvania Washington, DC
Prosnitz and Technology |of Justice Ave. NW Room 20530-
Advisor 7241
Michael Director Michigan State 714 South Harrison |East Lansing, M|
Robinson Police Road 48823-
Derek PSWN Program |Federal Bureau of |Building 27958A Quantico, VA 22135-
Siegle Manager Investigation
RADM Assistant U.S. Coast Guard {2100 2nd St SW Washington, DC
Ronald Commandant 20593-
Silva for Systems
William Assistant Drug Enforcement|700 Army Navy Dr Arlington, VA 22202-
Simpkins |Administrator Administration
Don Public Safety National 1401 Constitution Washington, DC
Speights  |Program Telecommunicatio [Ave NW HCHB Rm [20230-
Manager ns and 4624
Information
Administration
Public Safety
Program
D. Jean Deputy U.S. Department [950 Pennsylvania Washington, DC
Veta Associate of Justice Ave. NW 20530-
Attorney
General
Tom Customer Department of the | 1425 New York Ave |Washington, DC
Wiesner Service Treasury NW CSM Room 2150|20220-
Infrastructure
and Operations
Patti Wood |Telecom U.S. Department 1425 New York Ave |Washington, DC
Specialist- of the Treasury |[NW CSM Room 2150|20220-
Corporate
Systems
Management
Dale Section Chief  |Drug Enforcement|10555 Furnace Road Lorton, VA 22079-
Zeisset Administration




PUBLIC SAFETY

RANMBRI=
HWNE Public Safety Wireless Network

WIRELESS NETWORK  Achieving Interoperability Through Cooperation and Coordination

December 27, 2000

The Honorable Harold Furchgott-Roth, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission

445 12" St., SW, Rm. 8-A302

Washington, DC 20054

Re:  Ex Parte Letter, Request for Meeting
WT Docket No. 96-86

Dear Commissioner Furchgott—Roth:

The Public Safety Wireless Network (PSWN) Program is a federally funded initiative
operating on behalf of all local, state, and federal public safety agencies (See Appendix). The
Department of Justice and the Department of the Treasury are jointly leading the PSWN
Program’s efforts to plan and foster interoperability among public safety wireless networks.

On behalf of the PSWN Program Executive Committee (EC), we would like to
address two areas of particular interest in light of the efforts currently under way by the
Commission to establish standards for the 700-megahertz (MHz) band public safety spectrum
and to facilitate the development of public safety communications generally. Specifically,
the EC wishes to address its concerns regarding the development of technical standards for
interoperability and also express its concerns regarding the availability of additional spectrum

for public safety use.



The PSWN Program has long supported Project 25 Phase I as the only operationally
viable standard for interoperability.! The PSWN Program supported the conclusions of the
Public Safety National Coordination Committee (N CC) as tentatively adopted by the
Commission regarding the adoption of Project 25 as the standard for the migration path to
6.25-kilohertz (kHz) technology. The PSWN Program is convinced that the combination of
these two standards is essential to permit the structured development of plans for use of the
700-MHz band by using incumbent technology while concurrently allowing the public safety
community to reap the eventual benefits of the robust 6.25-kHz technology expected within
the coming years.

Additionally, the PSWN EC wishes to once again invite the Commission’s attention
to the remaining shortfalls of public safety spectrum. The PSWN Program points out that the
public safety community has not yet received the spectrum it will require pursuant to the
1996 Public Safety Wireless Advisory Committee (PSWAC) Report. As the PSWN Program
and other entities have emphasized before, subsequent to the Balanced Budget Act of 1997
(BBA 97) allocations, an additional 73.5 MHz of spectrum will be necessary to support
public safety communications by 2010 based on the PSWAC recommendations.> The PSWN
Program remains convinced that this 73.5 MHz of additional spectrum will be required to
support numerous new technologies for public safety, including wideband data and video
applications. The PSWN Program also notes that in many regions even the 24 MHz of
spectrum in the 700-MHz band may not be released for public safety use by incumbent users
in the near future and may never be available to public safety in a number of critical regions
where it is desperately needed.’

The PSWN EC would like to schedule an ex parte meeting with you and your staff to
further discuss these positions, as well as to address any specific concerns you may have
related to standards and allocation of public safety spectrum in the 700-MHz band and
elsewhere. Contingent upon the outcome and schedule for Executive branch appointments,
the EC plans to meet in Washington in late March 2001. The EC is hopeful that your
schedule will permit you to meet with EC representatives around that time. The EC will
contact your office to address your preferences and availability for this meeting once
circumstances in Washington permit a more definitive schedule. In the interim, the EC hopes
that you will agree that such a meeting is both timely and appropriate to the current
considerations of the Commission and would be a beneficial exchange of information for all
concerned.

The PSWN EC greatly appreciates your attention to this letter, and thanks you for
your continued support of the PSWN Program in these and other matters that are and will

' See, e.g., PSWN Program Ex Parte Comments, WT Docket 9686, January 13, 2000, at Para. 16-22.

‘id.

* See PSWN Program NPRM Reply Comments, In the Matter of, The 4.9 GHz Band Transferred from Federal
Government Use, WT Docket No. 00-32. May 17, 2000 at Para. 4-6.
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remain critical to ensuring that effective, interoperable public safety communications are
developed and maintained during the coming decade and beyond.

Respectfully submitted,

(R C e “Aourt Ptar
Brigadier General Paul H. Wieck II Steven Proctor

lowa Army National Guard Executive Director,

Chair, PSWN Executive Committee Utah Communications Agency Network
Spectrum Working Group Executive Vice—Chair,

PSWN Executive Committee

cc: Paul E. Misener

Magalie R. Salas (FCC Docket Record Copy)
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Public Safety Wireless Network (PSWN)
Executive Committee (EC)
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Name Position Organization Address
Raymond |Fire Chief Aurora Fire 12250 E. lliff Avenue, |Aurora, CO 80014-
Barnes Department Suite 300
Gregory Executive Chicago Office of |1411 West Madison |Chicago, IL 60607-
Bishop Director Emergency Street
Communications
Michael Battalion Chief |Los Angeles 1320 North Eastern |Los Angeles, CA
Morgan County Fire Avenue 90063-
Department
Timothy Director North Dakota 1869 Woodmoor Bismarck, ND 58501-
Wiedrich State Department |Place
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Laboratories,
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Duane Assistant New Orleans 715 South Broad New Orleans, LA
Johnson Superintendent |Police Street 70119-1480
Department
Patrick Sheriff Arapahoe County (5686 South Court Littleton, CO 80120-
Sullivan Sheriff's Office Place 1200
Michael Fire Chief County of Los 1320 North Eastern |Los Angeles, CA
Freeman Angeles Fire Avenue 90063-
Department
Richard Police Chief New Orleans 715 South Broad New Orleans, LA
Pennington Police Street Room 501 70119-
Department
Aldona Chief Commonwealth of | 702 Capitol Avenue, |Frankfort, KY 40601-
Valicenti Information Kentucky Suite 493
Officer
Ernest Assistant California Dept. of |P.O. Box 942883 Sacramento, CA
Van Sant |Deputy Director |Corrections, 94288-3000
Planning &
Construction

Division
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Vaughn Communication |of Technology, Drive
s Coordinator Commonwealth of
Kentucky
Paul Wieck |Brigadier lowa Army 200 West Jefferson |Osceola, IA 50213-
General National Guard Street 0199
Dale Barr |Chief, Advanced | National 701 South Court Arlington, VA 22204-
Technology Communications |House Road
Group System
David Boyd |Director, Office |National Institute |810 7th St Room Washington, DC
of Science and |of Justice 7234 20531-
Technology
Thomas Acting Deputy  |National Institute 810 Seventh Street, |Washington, DC
"Tom" Coty |Director, RTDD |of NW 20531-
Justice/Departme
nt of Justice
James Assistant U.S. Department |1425 New York Ave |Washington, DC
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Daniel Acting Associate |U.S. Department |950 Pennsylvania Washington, DC
Marcus Attorney of Justice Avenue Room 5214 |20530-
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Diann Deputy Manager|National 701 South Arlington, VA 22204-
McCoy Communications |Courthouse Road
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Gregory Technical Federal Bureau of | ERF Building 27958A Quantico, VA 22135-
Meacham |Programs Investigation
Section Chief
Julio "Rick" |[PSWN Program |Department of the |c/o CSIM/WDO, Washington, DC
Murphy Manager Treasury Room 2150 1500 02202-
Pennsylvania Ave.,
NW
Don Chief Science |U.S. Department [950 Pennsylvania Washington, DC
Prosnitz and Technology |of Justice Ave. NW Room 20530-
Advisor 7241
Michael Director Michigan State 714 South Harrison |East Lansing, MI
Robinson Police Road 48823-
Derek PSWN Program |Federal Bureau of |Building 27958A Quantico, VA 22135-
Siegle Manager Investigation
RADM Assistant U.S. Coast Guard |2100 2nd St SW Washington, DC
Ronald Commandant 20593-
Silva for Systems
William Assistant Drug Enforcement|700 Army Navy Dr Arlington, VA 22202-
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Don Public Safety National 1401 Constitution Washington, DC
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Management
Dale Section Chief  |Drug Enforcement|10555 Furnace Road Lorton, VA 22079-
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